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Transgendering the Matrix: Reconceptualising the Intersections of Sex, Gender and Sexuality
Normatively ‘gender’ speaks of the constructions of masculinity and femininity, and thus,
substantively, to the experiences of ‘man’ and ‘woman’. This paper explores the implications of
‘gender’ - as a categorising devise, as a political strategy, and as a way of articulating 'lived
experience'. With these points in mind, ‘transgender’ is explored as site through which to explore
the limitations of the persistence of a binary gender model. Drawing on three empirical research
projects, which, in turn, have addressed transgender identities, intimacies, and issues political
organisation and social and cultural recognition, the paper maps the ways in which trans
narratives highlight the multifarious intersections across, and between, sex, gender and sexuality.
The paper moves on to explore the challenges an intersectional account of (trans)gender brings
to feminist theory and politics, and to medical understandings of transsexuality. Such challenges,
| suggest, lead to contestations around ‘transgender’ within both feminist and trans communities
-members of each have thus variously embraced and resisted ‘transgender’ as a signifier of
gender transformation. | argue that for 'gender' to remain a meaningful theoretical concept and
a fruitful political site, it needs to be pluralized in order to take account of multiple gendered
expressions and identities. Such a project, | suggest, would further detach 'gender' from ‘sex’,
and set in motion a more developed intersectional account of gendered lives and social
positionings.
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MacMillan, 2011); Sexualities: Reflections and Futures (Palgrave MacMillan, 2012); Gender
Diversity, Recognition and Citizenship: Towards a Politics of Difference’ (Palgrave MacMillan,
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Chia Longman: chair
Dr. Chia Longman is Associate Professor in Gender Studies at Ghent University and Director of
CICI. She teaches, supervises and conducts research on the relation between gender, ethnicity,
and religion from an anhropological and intersectional perspective.
Longman is the editor of the schientific journal ‘Religion and Gender’ and has published articles in
the European Journal of Women's Studies, Citizenship Studies, Ethnicities, Social Compass en
Social Anthropology, among others.
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